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NATIONAL CENTER FOR CREATIVE AGING PRESENTS ENGAGING ARTS WEBINAR SERIES, PROVIDING INSIGHT ON CREATIVITY IN AGING PRACTICES FROM LEADING ARTS PROFESSIONALS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Washington, DC – February 1, 2010 – As the population of older adults increases, the need for quality, innovative arts programs rises.  The National Center for Creative Aging (NCCA) will present two distance learning webinar series on arts making programs funded in part by the National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation.  This informative online series will feature best practices, research and resource development from highly acclaimed professionals in the arts and aging fields from across the country. 

“This distance learning series highlights research and best practice programs that engage older adults in music making,” said Mary Luehrsen, executive director of the NAMM Foundation. “Together with our Members in the music products industry, we are honored to work with NCCA on this initiative that inspires active participation in music making at any and every age.”

A variety of topics will be explored, including:  How can you create effective and intriguing creative programs in a variety of healthcare settings?  How do these programs improve social engagement, the physical and mental state of older adults, and their overall quality of life?  In this economy, how do you build funding and resources to successfully sustain your arts program?

“This webinar series will fill an increasing need for information about how to create and sustain arts programs for adults of all ages, with variable cognitive and physical abilities, and experience with the arts,” said Dr. Gay Hanna, executive director for NCCA.  “The arts can be an accessible, low-cost and effective tool in generating positive communities for older adults in a myriad of healthcare settings.” 

Beginning February 3 and held three times a month, these one-hour webinars will feature the following topics:

Series I: Engaging Arts:

-      Participation In the Arts Across the Aging Spectrum – Focus on Music Making – February 3

-      Above Ground Research Study: Older Adults as Role Models for Society – Focus on Visual Arts – February 18

-     Creative Advancement in Later Life – Focus on Dance and Drama – February 25

Series II: Generating Community:

-    Communities for All Generations – Focus on Intergenerational Programs – March 4

-    Community Partnerships – Focus on Arts, Health and Aging Resources – March 11

-    The Art of Active Aging in Community – Focus on Livable Communities – March 25

Speakers will address these topics and field questions from participants regarding their own challenges and findings in their work with older adults. 

To register for the first webinar in the Engaging Arts Webinar Series, “Participation in the Arts Across the Aging Spectrum with Music Making,” on February 3, visit www.creativeaging.org/program-schedule/.

Additional sponsorship for distance learning and onsite symposia is provided by The MetLife Foundation with in-kind online advertising services provided by the Google Grants program.

###

The National Center for Creative Aging (NCCA) was founded in 2001 and is dedicated to fostering an understanding of the vital relationship between creative expression and healthy aging and to developing programs that build on this understanding.  Based in Washington, DC, NCCA is a nonprofit with 2,500 members and is affiliated with The George Washington University. www.creativeaging.org


About NAMM

The National Association of Music Merchants, commonly called NAMM in reference to the organization's popular NAMM trade shows, is the not-for-profit association that unifies, leads and strengthens the $17 billion global musical instruments and products industry. NAMM’s activities and programs are designed to promote music making to people of all ages. NAMM is comprised of more than 9,000 Member companies. For more information about NAMM, interested parties can visit www.namm.org or call 800-767-NAMM (6266). 
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